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CERVICAL CANCER 
 

South Australia 2005 Figures Females 
Number of Cases                  59 
Number of Deaths                 23 
Incidence/100,000 (ASR* World Population) 7.1 
Mortality/100,000 (ASR* World Population) 2.4 
Risk of cervical cancer (by the age 75 yrs.) 1 in 201 

   * ASR – Age Standardised Rate 
 
PATTERNS IN INCIDENCE AND MORTALITY 
 
Age 
The rate of cervical cancer in women under 30 is low but 
increases rapidly after the age of 30 years, remaining 
relatively high throughout later years in life. 
 

Age specific cervical cancer incidence rates 
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Country of birth 
Within South Australia, females born in Germany and 
Eastern Europe had an elevated incidence in 1977-2000. By 
comparison, females born in Southern Europe had a lower 
incidence. 
 
SES/region 
During 1977-2001, females residing in low socio-economic 
areas of South Australia had a high incidence of cervical 
cancer. This corresponds with socio-economic gradients in 
other populations. 
 

 
The incidence of cervical cancer did not differ appreciably 
between Adelaide and country regions in general during 
1977-2001. Within Adelaide, however, the Western region 
had a higher incidence than the Eastern region. Although 
the rate appeared to be higher again in the West Coast, 
Flinders Ranges and Whyalla, this could have been due to 
chance.  
 

Cervical cancer incidence by country of birth and SES 
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GLOBAL COMPARISONS 
 
South Australia recorded a lower incidence of cervical 
cancer than comparison countries in 2002. The highest 
incidence was in Southern Africa, which was about six 
times the South Australian rate. 
 
Cervical cancer incidence rate for difference regions of 

the world 

38.2

28.6

26.2

18.7

16.2

14.5

12.1

10.7

10.0

10.0

9.0

7.7

7.4

6.9

5.8

5.8

Southern Africa

South America

South Central Asia

South-Eastern Asia

World

Eastern Europe

Northern Africa

Southern Europe

Western Europe

New  Zealand

Northern Europe

Northern America

Eastern Asia

Australia

Western Asia

South Australia

 
 

(Rate/100,000 ASR (World Pop.) Globocan 2002) 

 

TRENDS 
 
The incidence of cervical cancer reduced by 51% between 
1977-81 and 2002-2005. This is attributed mostly to the 
detection of precursor lesions through screening, and their 
early treatment. There was a corresponding reduction in 
mortality of about 56%.  
 
Trends in cervical cancer incidence and mortality rates 

in SA (Rates for 1977 -81 set at ‘100’) 
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SURVIVAL  
 
Two thirds of women diagnosed with cancer of the cervix 
between 1997 and 2003 survived for 5 years or more after 
diagnosis (65.7%). This survival rate is similar to the survival 
rate for women diagnosed between 1977 and 1981 
(64.9%). 
 

Survival from cervical cancer SA, 1997-2003 
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RISK FACTORS 
 
Risk factors include: 
 Not having regular Pap Smears (normally 

recommended 2 yearly). 
 Early commencement of sexual activity. 
 Having multiple sexual partners/a sexual partner who 

has had multiple partners. 
 Tobacco smoking. 
 Immunosuppression, as may occur from cancer 

therapy of medical treatment to prevent organ 
transplant rejection. 

 Persistent HPV infection. 


