
Annual incidence of cancer per 100,000 circa 1993-97 by region of the world  
(age-standardized to World Population) 
 
 
Cancer site: Brain 
 
 
Males     Incidence (95% confidence limits) 
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Annual incidence of cancer per 100,000 circa 1993-97 by region of the world  
(age-standardized to World Population) 
 
 
Cancer site: Brain 
 
 
Females    Incidence (95% confidence limits) 
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Annual incidence of cancer per 100,000 circa 1993-97 by region of the world  
(age-standardized to World Population) 
 
 
Cancer: Brain 
 
 
Both     Incidence (95% confidence limits) 
 

6.29  (5.61, 6.96)

6.15  (6.02, 6.28)

6.12  (5.57, 6.66)

5.95  (5.79, 6.10)

5.86  (5.52, 6.20)

5.74  (5.65, 5.82)

5.63  (5.53, 5.72)

5.56  (5.47, 5.64)

5.21  (4.93, 5.48)

5.05  (4.95, 5.14)

4.58  (4.47, 4.69)

4.43  (4.23, 4.62)

3.30  (3.14, 3.45)

2.77  (2.68, 2.86)

2.64 (2.10, 3.17)

2.44  (2.18, 2.70)

2.29  (2.18, 2.40)

2.24  (1.98, 2.49)

2.24  (2.01, 2.45)

2.20  (1.80, 2.60)

1.96  (1.82, 2.09)

1.48  (1.29, 1.66)

1.35  (1.21, 1.49)

3.17  (3.12, 3.21)

Germany

Southern Europe

South Australia

Australia

New Zealand

North America

Northern Europe 

United Kingdom/Ireland

Israel

Eastern Europe

Asia - China

Central and South America

Asia - Korea

Asia - Total

Asia - India

Asia - Pakistan

Asia - Persian Gulf

Asia - Japan

Asia - Singapore

Asia - Philipines

Asia - Penang

Asia - Thailand

Africa

Asia - Vietnam

 
 



BRAIN 
 
• Brain cancers present an almost four fold variation in incidence around the 

world, with South Australia and Australia overall having a higher than average 
incidence. Compared with South Australia, lower incidence rates were evident in 
Africa, Asia, Central and South America, and Eastern Europe in 1993-97. 

 
• Within South Australia, residents born in Asia had an incidence about 40% lower than 

the Australian born during 1977-2000. 
 
• A consistent socio-economic gradient in incidence of brain cancers was not evident in 

South Australia in 1977-2001. Meanwhile, the incidence appeared to be about 13% 
higher in Adelaide than generally applying in country regions, where the Far North 
presented a particularly low incidence. 

 
• Little change in incidence or mortality was evident between 1977-81 and 1997-2001. 
 
• Risk factors can include: 

o High-dose exposure to ionising radiation, as occurring from atomic explosions. 
o According to some studies, occupational exposures to oil refining, rubber 

manufacturing, and the production of medical drugs. There is some evidence that 
health professionals and agricultural workers may be at increased risk. 
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